The first Japanese case of fibrolamellar carcinoma (FLC) of the liver is described. The 17-year-old Japanese male affected died of the disease 25 months after palliative operation. The diagnosis of FLC had not been confirmed before autopsy. Pre-operative diagnosis of FLC is important to surgeons. Acccording to the literature, FLC is rare in Asia. The endemic discrepancy may suggest that the carcinogenic factors are different from those of general hepatocellular carcinoma.
INTRODUCTION

DISCUSSION
In this case, the diagnosis of FLC was not made before autopsy. Although FLC has some diagnostic characteristics-, it seems difficult to make a definitive diagnosis before surgery in most patients6. Even so, such diagnosis may be necessary for surgeons to perform aggressive hepatic resection, since FLC can promise a relatively favorable prognosis after resection. This point has been stressed recently by Dawson7. Furthermore, Calne 8 and Starzl et al. 9 have claimed that FLC is also a better candidate for liver transplantation.
Incidentally, the patient also had tumor invasion of bile ducts. It is worthwhile to note that FLC, like general HCC, develops intraductal tumor growth in some patientsa.
As far as we know from the literature, there have been 143 cases of FLC ( 
